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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES — PROJECT OPERATING COSTS 

340. Hon DARREN WEST to the minister representing the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to media reports of some regional local governments being unable to afford to maintain royalties for 
regions–funded projects such as community swimming pools, libraries and sports facilities.  

(1) How many local government authorities have requested assistance to pay for operating costs for such 
projects, and what are the names of those LGAs?  

(2) How many local government authorities have written to the Minister for Regional Development 
expressing concerns about operating costs for such projects, and what are the names of those LGAs?  

(3) What analysis was done by the Department of Regional Development and Lands prior to funding these 
projects to ensure that LGAs could afford the operating costs; and, if none, why not?  

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question, which I answer on behalf of the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food representing the Minister for Regional Development.  
(1)–(3) The Department of Regional Development and Lands reviews the business cases of all applications for 

royalties for regions funding. As part of the governance process, applicants for royalties for regions 
funding are required to supply detailed, well-costed business cases for the receipt of funds. Applicants 
are required to do risk-management assessments of their projects and detail options available to them. 
RDL reviews all submitted business cases for ongoing operational costs. Depending on the nature of the 
project, business cases are provided to, in the case of LGAs, the Department of Local Government, 
which undertakes health checks on the LGA to ensure that they are able to fund and sustain the 
continued maintenance of the project. Ongoing costs are the responsibility of the LGA, and acceptance 
of this is part of the financial assistance agreement between the LGA and RDL. We are unaware of any 
official requests for ongoing funding to pay ongoing operating costs by LGAs. 
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